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KANSAS CITY, KANSAS LANDMARKS COMMISSION 
April 5, 2021 

Minutes 
 

The Kansas City, Kansas Landmarks Commission met in regular session (via Zoom 
Meeting) on Monday, April 5, 2021, at 6:00 p.m., with the following members present: 
Mr. David Meditz, Chairman Presiding, Mr. Murrel Bland, Mr. Stephen Craddock, Ms. 
Beverly Easterwood, Ms. Micki Hill, Mr. Jim Schraeder, Mr. Loren Taylor and Mr. 
Charles Van Middlesworth (Absent: Chamberlain and French.)   Mr. Gunnar H. Hand, 
AICP, Director of Planning, Ms. Janet L. Parker, CSC/APC, Executive Assistant, Mr. 
Michael Farley, Planner, and Mr. Daniel Kuhn, Assistant Counsel, were also present. 
 
Minutes Consideration Starts at 1:01: 
 
Minutes of the March 1, 2021 meeting were approved as distributed.  
 
Changes to the Agenda: 
 

1. Update on KCKCC Project – Dr. Greg Mosier will make his presentation at 
the May 3, 2021 meeting. 

 
Adding the following items: 
1. 7th Street Methodist Episcopal Church Talking Points  
2. 7th Street Methodist Episcopal Church Structural Report Update 
3. Sauer Castle Update 
4. 1841 Freeman Certificate of Appropriateness Update 

 
The Commission voted unanimously to approve the changes to the agenda 
proposed by staff. 
 
Reports Start at 4:00:  
 
7th Street Methodist Episcopal Church Structural Report – Director Hand stated that 
a structural engineering report was submitted, which was forwarded to the Commission.  
The report’s mythology included a visual inspection inside the building and a flyover of 
the building.  When the bell tower came down, it left a flat surface (the only one on the 
church) and for decades water caused damaged to the building.  Generally, the report 
says there is no excessive damage or any major structural issues.  KCKCC stated that 
they are going to follow-up with a more in-depth structural report.  Director Hand stated 
that a third party would need to verify any report that was not completed by the Unified 
Government.   
 
7th Street Methodist Episcopal Church Talking Points Director Hand stated that a 
few months ago the Commission discussed having talking points about thee historical, 
cultural and architectural significance of the church building and property, so everyone 
was informed and speaking consistently about the church.   Commissioner Schraeder 
and his Outreach Committee, along with Director Hand, worked on these talking points 
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with the assistance from Amy Loch, Director of the Wyandotte County Museum. They 
put together a one-page document.  The information will be emailed to the Commission 
after the meeting, and he asked for any comments to be sent to staff.  Commissioner 
Hill asked if the Commission could tour the church and Director Hand stated that he 
would set it up accordingly. 
 
Downtown Ordinance Outreach Subcommittee – Subcommittee Chairman 
Schraeder stated that at the last meeting Commissioner French volunteered to do 
research about the Downtown African American Churches and he was hoping that she 
would be present this evening to discuss her findings.  She indicated to Mr. Schraeder 
that she had completed her work.  The committee has not met the last couple of months 
as they have focused on the 7th Street Church.  The Downtown Historic Commercial 
District has not moved forward; however, if the grants the staff is putting together are 
successful, then funds would be available to move the new designation proposal 
forward. 

 
Korean/Vietnam Memorial at Wyandotte County Lake – Chairman Meditz stated that 
Commissioner Hill has stepped back from Chairing this project because of school and 
other commitments.  Commissioner Hill stated that she would like to continue with this 
effort when she does not have so many commitments.  She will not have any classes 
during the summer.  Planning Director Hand stated that a meeting was held with Mike 
Connor, former Parks and Recreation Director, and he followed up on the items that 
came from that meeting.   Mr. Connor stated that we could use the Parks Foundation’s 
bank account for the funds raised. Mr. Connor also reached out to Pat Scherzer, as he 
was one of the original people involved in this memorial, and he is interested in being 
involved. Director Hand stated that staff did receive some estimates for part of the 
proposed work.  The concrete work estimate was $60,000 because it has a variety of 
color in the concrete.  After all the estimates are received, the staff will take the item 
officially to the Parks Foundation’s which will probably be in May.   
 
Report on Woodlawn and Oak Grove Cemeteries - Chairman Meditz stated that the 
road in the cemetery is in a state of disrepair.  There is a monument to the known and 
unknown-colored veterans that volunteered for the Union and is in need of repairs and 
resetting.  It is one of the few monuments from the Civil War in Wyandotte County.  He 
stated that his son has taken an interest in this project, and he is going to contact the 
Masons of Prince Hall. 
 
Kansas SHPO Grant – Director Hand stated that staff will submit two (2) proposals.  
One is for a grant for Downtown and one for structures around Sauer Castle.  He will 
discuss the grants with the UG Standing Committee in May, which is after the May 
Landmarks Commission meeting.  He stated that he was told that since we are a 
Certified Local Government (CLG), there are additional funds available that do not 
require an application if these grant proposals were to not be awarded.  He will send an 
email of intent to the State Historic Preservation Office that a request will be forthcoming 
for a Downtown District proposal from those funds. 
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Resolution in support of preserving the County’s architectural, cultural and 
ethnic heritage by the Board of Commissioners. 
 
Director Hand stated that Daniel Kuhn, Assistant Counsel, could not be present this 
evening.  The Legal Department reviewed the idea of a resolution by the Landmarks 
Commission.  Their determination was that if a resolution were executed it would 
reiterate what is already in the historic ordinance.  They were also concerned about the 
reasoning behind this resolution regardless and felt that it would be more beneficial to 
have a meeting with the Board of Commissioners in the future.  Director Hand stated 
that he has drafted the resolution and will share it with the Commission.  Chairman 
Meditz stated that he feels the Commission should keep this item as a talking point for 
the future.  Chairman Schraeder stated that the starting point towards dialogue with the 
Board of Commissioners could be when Director Hand appears before the Standing 
Committee to discuss the grants.  If anyone has any ideas, please send to Director 
Hand or Chairman Meditz. 
 
Removal of Mathias Splitlog House from Designation.  Director Hand stated that this 
house was demolished approximately five (5) years ago.  Staff has a Certificate of 
Appropriateness for an environs review because it is in the environs of this house, that 
is no longer there.  Commissioners Schraeder and Chamberlain stated that the 
Commission may want to consider delisting properties that no longer have a structure 
on them.  Director Hand stated that another possibility is that the Strawberry Hill area 
could be pursued as a historic district, which would include this property.  Director Hand 
questioned if a property would still retain its historic significance even without the 
structure?   
 
Sauer Castle Update.  Director Hand stated that new images of the building and 
property surfaced on the internet showing the walls beginning to shear off.  The Unified 
Government is starting action to have the building boarded up in order to best protect it 
from future deterioration.  Someone took pictures of the site, without Mr. Loop’s 
permission, and put them on the internet.  There will be a hearing to discuss a plan to 
move forward with the property owner.  It will be before a hearing officer.  Director Hand 
will follow up with Assistant Counsel Kuhn as to when the hearing is scheduled and if 
the public is allowed to attend.   
 
1841 Freeman Certificate of Appropriateness Update.  Director Hand stated that the 
application has been received.  This is an enforcement case and staff has waited for 
some time to receive the application.  Building Inspection allowed the owner to continue 
work on the inside of the building during this process.  Staff is reviewing the application 
and it will be on the May Landmarks Commission agenda. 
 
Miscellaneous.  Director Hand and the Commission discussed follow-up and 
enforcement of conditions for Certificates of Appropriateness applications that are 
approved. 
 
The next meeting of the Commission will be Monday, May 3, 2021 at 6:00 p.m. 
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The meeting adjourned at 7:16 p.m. 


